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This instrumental virtuoso is
evolving this tiny, traditional
Brazilian guitar - and
jamming with Steve Vai
provided the inspiration

By Matt Owen published about 8 hours ago

The four-string, 13"-scale Bahian
guitar has remained relatively true to
ItS heritage since it was invented
back in the 1940s. Now, Igor Hereda
- with the help of a radical six-string
signature model - is aiming to bring
the instrument into the modern era
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Electric guitars, acoustic guitars and bass
guitars are some of the most recognizable
instruments on the planet. Though there are
numerous distinguishing features - make,
model, specs, finishes and more - most
people will be able to identify a guitar when
they see or hear one.
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There is a type of guitar, however, that is
overlooked by Western listeners, and which
many will be unable to name. It doesn't
conform to the scale length, tuning and six-
string norms we're accustomed to, and is
instead another beast altogether - an
incredibly small, pint-sized beast at that.

We're speaking of the Guitarra Baiana, or
Bahian guitar - a tiny four-string model
descended from the “electric log” that was
created in Salvador, Brazil, in the 1940s by
Adolfo “Dodd” Nascimento and Osmar
Alvares Macédo.

It's a traditional instrument in the truest
sense of the term, and though the “electric
log” developed throughout the 70s to flash
an extra string and some radical body
shapes and specs, the Bahian guitar has
remained true to its Brazilian instrumental
heritage.
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That is, however, until now. Enter Igor
Hereda, a Bahian guitar aficionado who is
innovating the instrument to accommodate
his own unique way of playing. Not only that,
he’s also crossed paths with Steve Vai, who
in turn helped Hereda on his way to bridging
the gap between two radically different
guitar worlds.
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Used exclusively throughout the "50s and
'60s for instrumental music during festivals
and celebrations in Bahia, the guitar
remained untouched by US companies such
as Fender and Gibson who were at the
cutting edge of guitar design during these
decades, and is considered to be the world’s
first-ever electric mandolin.
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Tuned in intervals of fifths - C, G, D, A, E -
and featuring a scale length that usually
varies between 13" and 14.5", the Bahian
guitar is radically different from the 24-25.5"-
scale models we're familiar with, and as such
can be used to conjure up wildly unique
Brazilian Frevo music.

Hereda started playing the Bahian guitar at
the age of 12, influenced by the work of
Macédo's son, Armandinho - a preeminent
Guitarra Baiana player who Hereda reports
to be an “ icon of the Bahian Carnival, the
largest popular street party in the world”.

Since then, he's embarked on a playing
journey that has led him to where he is
today: at the very edge of Bahian guitar
music, championing an electric guitar-
inspired approach to both playing and
design, which is underpinned by his own
radical model: an experimental six-string
creation that aims to harness the playability
and tones of standarA electrics.
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He's also tapping into genres rarely explored

via the fretboard of a Bahian guitar, with his
own original material exploring rock, jazz,
blues and funk styles, as opposed to
exclusively Brazil's traditional Frevo carnival
MuSIC.

When asked about the inspiration behind his
Bahian experiments, Hereda explains it was
all about pushing the instrument beyond its
limits, and harnessing a previously
unobtainable collection of ranges, tones and
techniques.
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“The need for the transposition of
techniques, harmonies and melodies from
the electric guitar to the Bahian guitar
[inspired me)],” he says. “Such as the range of
lower regions, similar to the sixth string of
the electric guitar.

“With the inclusion of the sixth string in the
Bahian guitar, it is possible to increase the
harmonic field of the instrument,” Hereda
continues, “providing the formation of
chords in tetrads and the use of more
practical dissonant chords, altered and
heavier riffs”.

Ultimately, Hereda's tinkering sought to
bridge the gap between the Bahian guitar
and the electric guitar, and overcome some
of the major differences while still retaining
its Brazilian heritage.



There was, however, another inspiration

behing Hereda's iInnovaton of the Bahian

guitar: Steve Va,

AS he recalls, Hereda hirst met Vai back in

2015, when he was still playing a five-string

Bahian guitar. At the tme, the Ibanez
signature artist was making his way through
grazil, and held a competition in which the
winner would be able 1o participate in a jJam
SessoNn with ". m

Of course, Hereda won it, and was able to
present the Bahian guitar and his unique
approach to playing to one of the electric
guitar worid's finest exports.

It 1S indescnbable 10 have won the contest
and been able 1o participate in a jJam sesson
with him, where | had the opportunity to
present the Bahian RUILAr anad my way of
playing i, which 15 inspired by him,” Hereda
recalls. “"He was impressed by how | played
such a small gutar in 3 sSsimilar way to
electnc guitar, using techmiques such as
tapping. This undoubtedly inspired me to
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Footage from the occasion is available,

showcasing just how Hereda has been using
the Bahian guitar. Vai's amazement -
especially at the 1:30 mark - can hardly be
contained, as he watches on while Hereda
goes to town on his minuscule fretboard

Not only did his experience with Vai inspire
Hereda to create a six-string Bahian model|,
it inspired him to make a signature guitar of
his own. Made in collaboration with Bahian
luthier Yuri Barreto, Hereda's eponymous
model takes inspiration from PRS and Ibanez
guitars, and was built in secret for two years.

Its spec sheet features two DiMarzio pickups
- a humbucker and a single coll - and a
Fernandes sustainer in the neck position, as
well as a floating tremolo, custom wave
inlays and, of course, that all-important sixth
String
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As for where he plans to take the Bahian
guitar next, Hereda says further
development is "natural” and inevitable, and
that such innovations will closely resemble
modernist updates that are emerging in the
conventional electric guitar market.

“| believe the modification of the instrument
in the future i1s natural, in search of new
musical challenges,” he says. “| am already
researching and dedicating myself to the
development of a version that uses a fanned
fret scale and incorporates Fernandes’
sustainer to the Bahian guitar.”
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Head over to Igor Hereda's YouTube channel
to keep up to date with his Bahian guitar
exploits.
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